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Mr.  T.  SEYMOUR, 
APOTHECARY, 

O F 

JERMYN-STREET. 

S I R, 

■JJl'NACQyAINTED  as  I am 
with  your  opinion  of  the  new 
Pharmacopoeia,  I take  the  liberty 
to  dedicate  thefe  fugitive  comments 
®n  it  to  you.  Not,  Sir,  to  allure 
you  to  efpoufe  my  caufe,  or  imbibe 
my  fentiments. 


The 


[ Vi  ] 

The  fubfequent  pages  will  Ihew 
you  the  little  value  I fet  upon  the 
compilers  of  a work,  which  I am  of 
opinion  will  be  of  trifling  fervice. 

Let  this  page,  contraftedly,  de- 
monftrate  in  how  high  eftimation  I 
hold  a man,  who,  for  upwards  of 
half  a hundred  years,  has  dedicated 
himfelf  to  the  cultivation  of  that 
fcience,  a profound  proficiency  in 
which  has  endeared  him  to  fociety, 
and  proclaimed  him  to  the  World. 


Having 


[ vii  ] 

Having  ventured  to  fay  thus 
much,  may  I add,  that  you  fhall 
ever  find  me. 

With  all  my  heart. 

Your  Servant, 

-And  with  all  my  Soul, 

Your  Friend, 

Liquor  Volatilis  Cornu  Cer’ui. 
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CURSORY  REMARKS 

ON  THE 


New  Pharmacopoeia. 


Though  to  employ  my  pen 
on  animadverfions  on  the  pro- 

► T 

du(5tion  of  fo  fcientific  a body  as  the 
College  of  Phyficians  maybe  deemed, 
the  efforts  of  a fhallow  mind,  ex- 
pofing  its  own  infignificance,  I fhall 
hazard  the  imputation  to  point  out 
A fomc 


( 2 ) 

fome  of  the  imperfedlions  of  a work 
which  evidently  (I  may  add  juftly) 
incurs  the  cenfure  of  thofe  for  whofc 
more  immediate  ufe  it  was  princi- 
pally compiled. 

To  digeft  my  remarks  methodi- 
cally, and  expofe  every  faulty  paf- 
fage  in  the  New  Pharmacopoeia,  is 
what  I have  neither  leifure,  nor  in- 
,clination  to  do  : nor  perhaps  are  my 
abilities  competent  to  the  talk.  For 
ere  I could  fwell  my  reflexions  to  a 
moderate  volume,  my  hquor  vola~ 
tilts  would  totally  evaporate,  and 
leave  the  ftudied  produaion  a mere 
caput  mortuum.  - ^ . 

With 


( 3 ) 

With  brevity  therefore  (and  with 
as  much  accuracy  as  can  be  therein 
included)  I ihall  prefent  to  my  read- 
ers what  feems  to  me  the  traits  of 
ill-founded  felf-fufficiency,  of  pre- 
fumptuous  ignorance. 

Let  us  firft  confider,  what  hi- 
therto has  been,  and  what  ought  to 
continue  to  be  the  intention  of  every 
Pharmacopoeia.  The  inftrudtion  of 
the  inerudite.  That  every  incipient 
practitioner  may,  inftead  of*  poring 
over  mufty  volumes,  which  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  inftruCt,  con- 
found, and  leading  him  into  the 
labyrinths  of  the  fcience,  Ihew  him 

t 

not  how  to  extricate  himfelf,  that 
A 2 he 


{ 4 ) 

he  may,  I fay,  at  one  collefted  view, 
imbibe  the  elements  of  Pharmacy, 
and  Medical  pradlice.  Fixing  this 
as  an  axiom  which  ought  not  to  be 
fwerved  from,  a few  pages  will 
evince  how  fec^uloufly  it  has  been 
attended  to,  or  how  injudicioufly 
omitted. 

Every  Member  of  the  Faculty  has, 
for  now  near  a twelvemonth,  waited 
with  impatience  for  thofe  amend- 
ments in  a new  Difpenfatory,  which 
the  old  one  was  reprefented  to  re- 
quire. Big  with  expectations,  and 
fecretly  exulting  at  a triumph  hoped 
to  be  gained,  by  an  elaborate  and 
fcientific  production,  over  foreign 

medical 


( 5 ) 

medical  corporations,  each  indivi- 
dual feized  with  avidity  the  wifhed- 
for  work.  How  great  their  difap- 
pointment ! 

Parturiunt  monies^  nafcitur  ridicului  ntus. 

The  whole  Materia  Medicals  now 
converted  into  an  Index,  ^s*  a ma^ 
nifeji  proof  that  neither  the  authority 
of  ancient  cufonty  nor  the  reverence 
of  anticyuitjy  foall  any  longer  have 
dominion  over the  learned  Fel- 

lows of  the  London  College ! 

Do  they  mean,  by  omitting  every 
comment  on  limples,  to  deny  their 
known  virtues,  or  leave  to  prefen  t 

and 


* Vide  Preface,  Page  ix. 
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and  future  practice  to  explore  them  ? 


I will  concede  to  them,  that  we 
are  unable  to  difcover  the  many  fa- 
lutiferous  properties  recorded  by.  the  ' 
ancients  as  inherent  in  vegetables ; 
but  let  us  remember  that  we  have 
them  not  in  the  ftate  they  are  culled 
in,  and  that  the  ^hyfical  garden  at 
Chelfea  enjoys  not  the  rarified  air  of 
the  mountains  of  Helvetia,  or  Savoyji 
nor  the  glowing  funs  of  Italy. 

As  the  Jeffamine  and  theRofe  yield 
in  fouthern  climates  an  elTential  oil, 
which  the  art  of  the  chemift  can 
never  ex  trad;  from  them  here,  fo 
have  the  Hemlock,  and  the  Aconite 

derived 


( 7 ) 

derived  from  a foil  foreign  to  our 
own  noxious  qualities,  which  cer- 
tainly, * the  ancients  were  not  mi- 
ferably  occupied  in  the  fear  and  cor- 
rection of 

With  Paracelfus  I maintain  that 
not  a vegetable,  nor  a mineral,  con- 
fidering  its  latitudinarian  power,  but 
is  a natural  poifon.  Since  therefore 
the  College  have  chofen  neither  to 
record  their  qualities,  nor  limit  their 
dofes,  and  for  thofe  very  neceffar.y 
explanations  we  muft  have  recourfe 
to  former  Difpenfatories,  in  this  every 
man  will  think  with  me  that  the 
prefent  one  is  ufelefs. 


* Vide  Preface,  Page  ix. 


Well, 


Well,  but  in  it,  Conferves,  Sy-^ 
rups,  Tindtures,  Pills,  Ointments', 
Eledtuaries,  6cc.  &c.  &c.  have  un- 
dergone a fevere  fcrutiny,  and  been 
judicioufly  reviled.  So  is  faid ; but 
let  us  for  a moment  revife  in  what 
manner, 

* t 
f 

If  to  rejedt  medicines  which  pre- 
fent  pradtice  explodes,  and  to  fub- 
llitute  thofe  medicines  by  others  of 
inferior  note  be  commendable  in  a 
revifer,  thefe  fcientijic  revifers  are 
entitled  to  our  warmed:  praifes. 

> 

But  whild  * the  fallacies  of  the 
old  Chejnifts  were  undergoing  their 

fiery 


• Preface,  Page  x. 
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fiery  ordeal,"  iiow  iaine  the  follies  of 
the  modern  ones  to  pafs  the"  purging 
fire  unhurt  ? How  catne  the  Syrupus 

- ' X O'iOi  ■* 

'Viola  to  efcape  ? For  my.  part  1 can- 
not divine ; uttlefs  it  was  intended 
- , . - ^ r i..  -'  .rrr.' - 

by  its  ufeleunefs  as  an  emblem  o‘ 

/ . ,,  T j->;- r-jinw 

the  iout-enfemble  of  their  . produc- 

»-S»-  f ry  • 4 ^ ^ , S'  y - * 

— - ) ✓ i - i f 

tipn. 


Why  llaid  the  Decoblum  XJlmi? 

■yji  ■ ■*r'  “ /O;-. 

A preparation  of  little  ufe,  and.lefs 
virtue.  But  I millake 

‘ ^ .0  ‘ ii;  •' 


Perhaps 


the  modeft  tranflator  ufed  it  fb  work 

_ ...iV*:,  "irirr  , . 

off  the  emetics  of  M&c.  corrofiv. 

. ..»  ■ ■■  ■ -t  * 

fublimat,  he  lodk^ Jifty^ years  ago.^ 
Quincey  recommends.it  a:s  .an  ad- 

» • ..r«  > - "OrM  '' 

^ t , • ^ ^ C»--‘  111*.-  v.j 

mirable  gargarifin.  ^ I myfelf  have 

J-*-.  laX'-Xc.* 

B ordered 
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ordered.,  it  .with  infinite  .fuccefs  to 

Utoi  ert.n  \;q:  4-' 

wafh  fweaty  feet.  , ' . , 

3.  j o ol  s^nom  ’.  .. 


i. 

3 .^4 


Wherefore  is  the  Ttn^ura  Cort 


lomhce  fubftituted  py  ,gufefs-work  for 
complaints,  the  approved!  remedies 
for  which  are  libw  rejected  the  Pharr 
macopoeia'?  Shall  medicines  recem-^ 
mended  in  the  works  of  former  emi-^ 
nent  Phyficians,  and  adminiftered 

* ' ^ i . 1 '1 

with  fuccefs  in  ^the  prefent  practice, 

-jf*  ' r ' ^ 

be  difearded  in  compliment  to  Per- 
cival' s mj'ay Si  becaufe  of  a later  date  ? 
Shall  your  preferiptions,  Dodtors, 
vary  like  the  gravity  , of  your  coun- 
tenances 'in  a patient’s  roorn,  and 
the  fmiling  grins  of  your  vifages  at 
a committee  feaft  ? 

Is 


i. : 


. ( II  ) 

Is  this  what  you  term  rejefting 
* anile  fuperjiition  ? "If  fo,  let  me  teU 
you  ’tis  for  a worfe,fubftitute,  mo- 
dern folly.  Take,,  take  your 
tura  Colombes to  Newbery’s, 
it  may  fell  for  a Jhilling  per  Phial 
and  three  halfpence  the Jiamp.  Under 
the  title  of  the.  grand  Corroborant 
and  Sedative,  the  trap  may  turn  to 
good  champaigne,—— which  you 
know  full  well  how  to  ufe. 

. .;.r 

w - • ■ « 

But,  oh,  fage  dodors,  return  us 
our  elixirs  of  vitriol : to  us  they  arc 
of  infinite  more  importance  than  a 
tindure  whofe  novelty  may  attrad 
B 2 fome 

* Vide  Preface,  Page  viii. 
t Vide  Remark,  Page  190. 
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fome  to  ufe,  but  whofe  infignificancc 

- ■ ■ - £Tt  i -rf  ^ 

experirnent  has  already  evinced. 


In  the  fe(ftion  of  Tretafata  e- 

r-  rf  ' 

find  the  Extra5ium  Sa- 
/ar«/ now 'baptized 'by  the  college 
with  the  appellation  of  A^ua  Utbar-: 
gyri  acetati.  Without  entering  into 
a^'difcuffion  G'n  the  impropriety^  of 
this  tdrm,  fince  obvious  to'  every 
Apothecary’s  apprentice,  I fhall  juft 
alk  a (^ueftibn  or  two  to  the  Lum^ 
leyan  Ledurer  upon  his  remarks. 

f ■ T I ^ 

j t:  ^ t V 

^ Speaking  of. the  ExtraSiim,  he 
fays,  * this  is  only  ufed  externally, 
but.  even  this  way  it  has  not  been 
without  mifchievous  effeBs.  Will  the 

.;,.v  " dodpr 

* Vide  Rem^k,  Page  m- 


( 13  ) 

dodor  condefcend  to  inform  me  what 
medicine,  whether  exhibited  inter- 
nally,. .or  externally,  but  is  attended 
with  mijchievous  effedis in  ig- 

norant hands  ? Might  not  this  his 
remark  therefore  be  more  or  lefs  ap- 
plicable to  every  article  in  the  dif- 
penfatory  ? , - 

Let  us  then  conclude  that  his 
animadverfion  is  either  the  effedl  of 
his  fpleen,  or  his  averlion  to  fatur- 
nine  medicines.  More  the  former, 
than  the  latter,  to  me  the  continu- 
ation of  his  remark  confirms  it.  * 
T^he  empirical  recommendations  of  a 
foreigner f fays  he,  has  ?nade  this  fo 

popular 


* Vide  Page  142. 


( H ) 

poptilar  a favorite.  Let  him  learn 
that  the  foreigner  whofe  recom- 
mendation he  treats  with  fo  fcornful 
an  epithet,  was  a man  of  fenfe  and 
reputation.  That  if  he  recommended 
it  with  fo  much  earneftnefs,  it  was 
by  a thorough  conviction  of  its  good 
effects  3 or  if  it  poffeffed  them  not, 
what  has  made  the  committee  fo  * 
mafculincy  (or  in  my  opinion  fo  old- 
laomanijh)  as  to  infert  it  in  this  La 
crufca  of  Phyfic  ? 

But  to  give  every  dog  his  due  (as 
the  vulgar  faying  is)  I will  allow  the 
doctor  to  be  in  every  fenfe  of  the 
words,  fdus  interpres.  In  one  of 

his 

* Vide,  Page  142. 
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notes,  he  promifes  us;  * that  i.oith 
regard  to  the  ounce  and  its  drjijions, 
the  words  by  weight,  or  by  meafure, 
will  in  the  tranfiation  be  conjiantly 
infertedy  where  there  can  be  a doubt. 
And  he  has  kept  his  promife,  by 
inferting  them  where  there  cannot 

be  the  ieaft  fhadow  of  a doubt. 

♦ • • * ^ 

Among  the  many  inftances,  I 
ikall  content  myfelf  with  adducing 
one.  In  the  dire<ftion  for  making 
the  ILmulJio  comtnunisy  now  Lac 
Amygdalcc,  an  ounce  and  a half  of 
almonds  are  ordered  by  weight.  Did 
Apothecaries  ever  meafure  them  ? 
However,  I conjedlure  that  both  he 

and 


* Vide  Page  3. 
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and  the  committee,  when  pfefcribing 
this,  were  thinking  of  thofe  fpecies 
of  almonds,  ufually  called  Barcelona 
nuts,  fold  by  halfpenny  pot  fulls,  at 
moft  apple- ftalls. 

• In  the  remark  on  the  Oxymel 
Cole  hid,  he  appears  to  have  let  the 
cat  out  of  the  bag,  by  informing  us 
that  it  is  the  invention  of  Storck. 
Whereas  the  College,  by  the  ex- 
preflioiis  in  their  Preface,  feem  to 
have  been  defirous  of  burying  the 
names  of  thofe  to  whom  we  owe 
many  ufcful  compolitions,  in  the 
fame  oblivious  obfeurity  from  whence 
they  themfelves  have  drawn  their 
origin,  and  to  which  they  mull:  re- 


( ‘7  ) 

turn ^notwithftanding  thefe  their- 

efforts. 


— t-l. — — . — to  rife 

By  Mountains  pil’d  on  Mountains  to  the  Ikies, 
Good-Stnfe,  with  laughter,  the  vain  toil  fu  rveys 
And  buries  Mad-men  in  the  heaps  they  raife. 

" The  Syrupus  Fapaveris  alhi,  pre- 
feribed  with  fo  much  caution,  (to 
which  I fear  no  Apothecary  will  at- 
tend) leads  me  to  the  recollection  of  a 
ftory,  which  in  the  fummer  was  rife 
at  the  weflend  of  the  town:  its  riffbi- 
lity  entitles  it  to  infertion  here.  Some 
gentlemen-  of  the  hall,  attended  by 
two  or  three  Phyficians,  were,  upon 
their  vilits,  according  to  annual  cuf- 
C tom 


( i8  ) 

tom,  not  to  examine  the  Drugs  of 
Apothecaries,  but  to  defire  them  to 
contribute  half-a-crown  to  their 
feaft,  under  the  pretence  of  fubfcrib- 
ing  to  the  Vhyfical  Garden.  This 
party  entering  the  fhop  of  an  Apo- 
thecary, after  calling  for  the  cin- 
namon.water  (al\yays  the  firft  article 
examined,  no  Society  being  fonder 
of  wetting  their  whifiles ) defired  to 
rafte  the  Syrupus  e Meconio  (which 
happened,  as  is  reported,  only  to 
be  a mixture  of  the  Syrupus  i fpina 
cervina,  and  the  Syrupus  Simplex  ; 
it  was  however  highly  applauded. 
A few  doors  off  flood  another  fhop, 
#ccupied  by  a perfon  jufl  fet  up  in 
bufinefs,  who,  diffident  of  his  own 

abilities 


r 


abilities  in  compounding  medicines, 
and  aware  of  the  fophiftications 
pradifedby  Druggifts,  hadpurchafed 
moft  articles  in  his  fhop  from  Apo- 
thecaries Hall,  and  amongft  the  reft 
the  Syrupus  e Meconio,  It  was  how- 
ever deemed  fpurious,  and  unfit  to 
be  ufed,  in  making  up  any  Phyfi- 
cian’s  prefcription ! How  this,  if 
true,  is  to  be  accounted  for,  let  the 
reader  determine.  I heard  the  gen- 
tleman had  not  yet  ordered  in  any 
Spiritus  Cinnamomu 

^ere.  Could  thcfe  tafters  palates 
be  qualified  without  it  ? 


The 


( ) 

The  Annotator  .'in  his  remark  oo 
the  ^cMum  Vitriolicum  dilutum  fyi2k\i^ 
in  terms  of' great  feriQufnefs  of- me- 
dicines. brought  into' fdfiton,  I fball 
here  take  the f liberty  to  inform  the 
old  jockey,"  that  in  hatSy  wigs,  and 
kucklesiht  may  talk  of  fajlnons,  but 
in  rriedicines,  unlefs'  they  are ) quack 
'ones,  fuch  as  ascertain  'corroborant 
■fedati^e  tmBure,  it  behoveth  him  to 
make  choice  of  fome  more  appro-r 
priate  term, . ; ( - 


With  this  (I  hope  not  unfeafon- 
able)  advice  I lhall  take  leave  of  the 
Lumleyan  Led;urer,’and  after  a Oiort 
animadverhon  on  the  change  of 
names  in  our  new  difpenfatory,  of 

. my 


( ZI  ) 

iny  reader,  firil  however  taking  the 
liberty  to  acquaint  him  with  my 
opinion  of  the  reafons  of  the  com-r 
mittee  for  having  fo  abbreviated 
their  work — That  the  Lumleyan 
Lecturer,  or  fome  nonfenfe  ferib- 
bling  fellow  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  uihering  into  the  world  a 
volume  in  fupplementum y for  the  ule 
of  fuch  who  purchafe  the  Pharma- 
copoeia of  Pharmacopoeias.  . 

When  this  work  appears,  I fhall 
depoht  it  with  the  volume  it  com- 
ments upon  in  the  temple  of  Cloa- 
cina.  There,  leaf  by  leaf,  the  one 
may  annotate  on  the  ejj'ences  and  hn- 
purities  diftilled  from  the  grand 

alembic 
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alembic  of  nature ; and . the  other 
learn  the  effedls  of  medicines  under 
their  old  titles.  But  let  us  examine 
the  reafon  the  committee  affign  in 
their  preface  for -giving  th_em  new 
ones.  -S'  ' 

It  is,  that  by  the  title  the  pre- 
Icription  may  rather  fhew  what  its 
compofition  is,  than  what  it  is  de- 
ligned  for. 

I Ihould  have  thought  it  far  more 
judicious  to  have  invented  titles 
which  might  explain  the  effedls  of 
a medicine,  elpecially  as  the  College 
decline  entering  into  any  detail  on 
that  fcore. 


But 
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But  let  them  have  their  own  way. 
Could  Medicines,  like  the  beafts  in 
i^ifop’s  Fables,  fpeak,  we  (hould 
have  them  in  retort  courteous ^ giving 
titles  more  applicable  to  the  nature 
of  their  revifers,  than  they  have  re- 
ceived from  them.  At  the  well  end 
of  the  town,  for  inftance,  would 
> they  fay,  liveth  Sir  George  Spaniel, 
Bart,  who,  after  mutilating  our  com- 
pofitions,  hath  dared  to  trouble  the 
facred  :hand  of  M — ^ to  confirm  it. 

In  the  city  refideth  Dr.  Beetroot, 
who,  defirous  of  extirpating  our 
whole  race,  would  fain  puff  off  a 
German  vulgar,  infipid  vegetable, 
as  a Nepenthe, — which  any  one  may 
have  gratis — by  paying  for  his  yea 

and 
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and  nay  treatife  upon  it.  His  nimis 
pracelliti  Sis  PaiilDoggrel,  the  tra- 
gedy-writer, who,*  unable  to  earn  a 
maintenance  by  his  profeflion  in  his 
native  foil,  muft ' fail  to  the  climes 
of  rapine  and  maffacre,  not,  it  is  to 
be  feared,  to  alleviate  the  Miferies 
of  Sicknefs,  but — oh  Shame, — to 
wear  the  bulkin,'  /.  e.  to  adl  the 
buffoon,  or  mimic  woe,  his  bofom 
is  a ftranger  to.  Who  knows  but 
a future  day  may  fhew  him  to  the 
world  as  manager' of  an  Eaftern 
theatre ! 

Here  let  us  ftop  the  vociferous 
clamours  of  thofe  medicines  to  whom 
I have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  • 
■ . fpeech. 
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ipeech.  They  have  rafhly  approach- 
ed too  near  the  truth  to  gain  a fa- 
vorable audience  in  thefe  days  of 
flattery  and  dilTimulation. 

Let  us  for  a while  indulge  our- 
felves  in  examining  how  the  trio  of 
rarc;e  aves,  defcribed  by  them,  would 
look  in  a menagerie  fitted  for  their 
reception. 

Or  rather,  as  our  opinions  may 
deceive  us,  and  the  vox  populi  ought 
on  all  fuch  occaflons  to  preflde,  let 
us  by  advertifement  call  in  John 
Bull. 


Ad- 


D 
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♦ t 

Advertifement  Extraordinary 

F O R T H E 

DAILY  ADVERTISER,  - 

'•  TO  THE 

DISCERNING  PUBLIC, 

The  three  Monftrous  Craws, 
•-  or  wild  born  human  beings, 
now  exhibiting  in  Warwick-Lane, 
claim  with  juftice  the  attention  of 
the  curious.  Were  the  many  Ra- 
tions they  have  gone  through  di- 
vulged, it  would  afford  matter  of 
aRonifhment  to  every  fpedlator. 
Suffice  it  however  to  fay,  that  they 
were  firft  feen  on  a dunghill.  The 
fruits  of  their  cunning  and  hypocrify 
. - have 
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have  filled  them  neverthelefs  witli 
filch  vanity  that  they  now  difpwn 

their  parental  foil. 

» » 

.4.  ' 

The  one  can  a6t  the  courtier  like 
a Killigrew ; the  other,  the  moun- 
tebank better  than  a Katterfelto  or  a 
Signor  Bonicorfa  f the  third  can  vo- 
ciferate and  rant  like  Shakefpeare’s 
Lear,  Of  their  wond’rous  perform- 
ances, thefe  are  the  out-lines : but 
rather  than  anticipate  the  pleafure, 
the  Inquifitive  will  experience  in 
inveftigating  their  behavior,  we  fhall 

I 

clofe  our  account  of  them,  by  in- 
viting the  Public  to  repair  to  the 
above-mentioned  quarters,  and  at 
fixpence  per  head,  by  occular  de- 

monftration 
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monftration  be  convinced  of  what 
we  here  take  the  liberty  to  affert, 

N.  B.  Any  ledlurer  upon  heads 
may  at  this  theatre  find  louts  medico- 
ludicrous  as  fubjeifls  for  future  dif- 
cuffion. 


FINIS. 


